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REMARKS 



The Advisory Action states: 

The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 
application in condition for allowance because: The amended subject matter 
"shaft that has shape and length for easy grasp and manipulation with fingers ... 
and wherein said manual floss holder is readily used for manual flossing" is still 
rejectable over the prior art of record. 

Applicant has reviewed carefully the prior art of record and noted that US patent 
5,170,809 to Imai et al teaches adaptation of a manual floss holder into a powered 
flosser. Applicant has also noted that the present application is distinct from the prior 
art of Imai et al in the following aspects: 

a) Manual floss holder of the present application holds the floss perpendicular to the 
shaft of the floss holder and is driven side-to-side with respect to the driving 
handle, while the manual floss holder of Imai et al (74G of Fig 19) holds the floss 
"in a direction substantially parallel to and in alignment with said longitudinal axis" 
and is driven in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the hand grip (Fig. 19 & 
claim 1) or in the direction parallel with the longitudinal axis (Fig. 20). 

b) Motorized driving mechanism of the present driving handle produces a side-to- 
side movement perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the driving handle, while 
a drive mechanism of Imai et al is "to cause said output shaft to vibrate along 
said longitudinal axis" (claim 1). 

c) Coupler of the present application is to oscillate side to side with respect to said 
driving handle and to provide mechanical support to transfer side-to-side 
oscillation to said manual floss holder and said toothbrush head, while coupler of 
Imai et al is to vibrate along the longitudinal axis (collet-type chuck 47 of Fig. 19) 
or remain stationary (holder 373 of Fig. 31). 

To be further distinct from the prior art of record, Applicant has amended claims 2 and 
21 to add the following limitations: 
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i. wherein said driving mechanism produces a side-to-side movement 
perpendicular to longitudinal axis of said driving handle. This limitation is 
supported by Figs. 1 1 and 12 and thus adds no new matter. 

ii. and wherein said coupler provides mechanical support to transfer side-to-side 
oscillation to said manual floss holder and said toothbrush head . This limitation 
is supported by Figs. 6 and 10 and thus adds no new matter. 

Applicant has also amended claim 3 to add a limitation: 

iii. wherein said coupler is confined to side-to-side oscillation without movement 
along longitudinal axis of said driving handle . This limitation is supported by Figs. 
1 1 and 12 and thus adds no new matter. 

Applicant has noted that the amended claims 2, 3, and 21 are also better distinct from 
the driving mechanisms of US Patent 5,033,150 to Gross et al and of US Patent 
Publication US2002/0178519 to Zarlengo, in which both of longitudinal axial movement 
and side to side movement are implemented. In addition to its simplicity, the driving 
mechanism of the present application provides improved efficiency in transferring power 
and torque to a side to side movement of the manual floss holder. 

In summary, Applicant gratefully acknowledges Examiner's statement in the Advisory 
Action. Applicant has carefully analyzed the prior art of record and has amended claims 
2, 3, and 21 to further narrow the claimed invention, while raising no new issues. 
Reconsideration and allowance of the above referenced application are thus 
respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Ming Lai 

Applicant 

P. O. Box 90509 

Rochester, NY 14609 

Phone (585) 338 6034 

Fax (585) 671 4736 
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